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THE ARCcTIC Six PosiTioN oN THE EU’s ARcTIC INITIATIVES

ExecuTiVE SUMMARY

The Arctic Six is a consortium of six leading Arctic research universities: the
University of Oulu and the University of Lapland (Finland); Nord University and
UiT—The Arctic University of Norway; and Lulea University of Technology and
Umea University (Sweden).

The Arctic Six advocates for a strong, dedicated Arctic research component
in the EU’'s Framework Programme 10 (FP10), an enhanced focus on the
Arctic, and a revision of the EU’s Arctic policy. Dedicated funding for Arctic
research delivers on several policy areas besides R&I, such as competitiveness,
strategic autonomy, security and resilience, ocean and climate, and cohe-
sion. We call for sustained investment in Arctic research to ensure science-based
decision-making, societal resilience, and strengthening European leadership and
values in global Arctic affairs.

WHY THE EU NEEDS TO STEP UP IN THE ARCTIC

The Arctic is warming faster than any other region, with cascading effects on
climate, biodiversity, and European societies. The European Arctic has unique
ecosystems, rapidly warming oceans, Europe’s only Indigenous Peoples,
and strategically essential resources critical to meeting the European
competitiveness agenda and transitioning to a low-emission society.

In recent years, there has been a notable increase in interest in the Arctic, from
Arctic and non-Arctic states, exacerbated by the Russian invasion of Ukraine in
2022, leading to increased securitisation. Consequently, this poses a challenge
regarding ensuring European interests in the Arctic. Therefore, through dedica-
ted funding for Arctic research, the EU can contribute to the region’s prosperity,
security and resilience by focusing on core priorities that benefit all of Europe.

ARcTIC Six CoRE PRIORITIES TO ADDRESS IN THE EUROPEAN ARCTIC
A StrATEGIC HUB FOR A JUST AND SUSTAINABLE GREEN TRANSITION

The European Arctic is central to Europe’s green industrialisation and energy
transition ambitions. The region offers abundant renewable energy, key
minerals, and technological innovation potential.
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However, green growth brings challenges that impact Europe’s northernmost

regions and thus complicate the objectives tied to competitiveness and green
transition:

» Sustained investments in climate and biodiversity research,
especially in the Arctic, are needed to mitigate environmental
degradation.

» Programme portfolios should be expanded to include expli-
cit references to Indigenous Peoples, to mitigate land-use
conflicts with Indigenous and other local communities.

* Labour shortages in the Arctic - Northern Sparsely Populated
Areas

» Tailor Smart Specialisation programmes to Arctic communi-
ties and the local needs that simultaneously educate the next
generation of citizens and encourage immigration to and
retention in the region.

 Integrated Ocean Management strikes a balance between
resource demands and environmental conservation

» Ensure knowledge from the Arctic region feeds into the Marine
Knowledge framework, informing policy and upcoming regula-
tions, such as in the Oceans Act

ARcTIC SECURITY IS EUROPEAN SECURITY

There is no European security without Arctic security. Following the full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, the geopolitical landscape in the Arctic has dramatically
shifted. Sweden and Finland’s accession to NATO has notably further altered
regional dynamics.

Key security concerns include:

e The need to monitor land, sea, and air (including space) in
northern Europe, ensuring resilience of Arctic critical
communication, energy and transport infrastructure

* Identifying and addressing threats to borders and cybersecurity

* Understanding and mitigating climate-related threats to
food, water, and energy systems
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Key RECOMMENDATIONS

The Arctic Six recommends that FP10 include a dedicated Arctic research
programme as part of the EU’s 2028-2035 Multiannual Financial Framework.
The EU should provide structural support that leverages the EU’s distinctive
model, linking disciplines, regions, and talent so universities can translate
research into durable regional development and skills. To ensure that Arctic
research maximises its societal and strategic impact, we propose that the
European Union:

1. ADOPT A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO ARCTIC RESEARCH

* Integrate interdisciplinary methods across natural and social
sciences, including Traditional Ecological Knowledge

* Emphasise the role of R&I in regional development and
cohesion programmes, such as Interreg

* Prioritise knowledge co-creation with Indigenous Peoples
and local communities

* Operationalise knowledge co-production so that Arctic research
consistently bridges science, society and decision-making with
actionable outputs for communities and authorities

* Guarantee continuity of flagship Arctic projects and observing/
data systems, and ensure effective integration with Copernicus
and other space-based polar monitoring for long-term policy
impact

2. ADDRESS GREEN TRANSITION OPPORTUNITIES AND CONFLICTS

* Fund research on sustainable land-use governance, Indigenous
Peoples’ rights, and environmental justice and promote inter-
and transdisciplinary approaches enabling a Just Transition.

* Support innovation in green and blue technologies suited
for Arctic conditions through dedicated calls in the European
Competitiveness Fund

* Ensure that Arctic data flows are fully integrated with
Copernicus, Destination Earth and the Digital Twins of Earth
and Ocean to safeguard that Marine Knowledge and the
forthcoming Ocean Act rest on robust Arctic observations.
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Position Arctic research as the backbone for credible mitigation and adaptation
in blue and green economies—aligning R&I calls with evidence needs in fisheries,
aquaculture, tourism and maritime safety.

3. INCLUDE HOLISTIC SECURITY AND PREPAREDNESS AS A RESEARCH PRIORITY

e Advance civil and digital security systems in Arctic contexts,
which include energy security, food security, climate adapta-
tion, health preparedness, and infrastructure resilience

* Fund Arctic early-warning and situational-awareness systems
that harden EU critical infrastructure (energy grids, transport
networks) and improve civil preparedness and total defence.

* Develop Arctic-informed strategies for EU resilience and
autonomy, connecting the European Defence Fund (EDF),
Cohesion Fund (CF), and the Connecting Europe Fund (CEF).

4. ENHANCE SCIENCE DIPLOMACY AND CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION

* Align EU-Arctic engagement with IPY 2032-2033 and the UN
Ocean and Cryosphere Decades to amplify science diplomacy
and standard-setting roles for the EU in polar governance.

* Support platforms for EU-Arctic engagement and Arctic
Council collaboration

* Promote Arctic science as a tool for peace and stability

5. LEVERAGE ARCTIC SIX UNIVERSITIES AS REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ENGINES

* Ensure structural funding for Arctic Six universities in FP10
and Erasmus+

* Expand education programmes tied to regional labour and
security needs

6. UprpATE THE EU ARCTIC STRATEGY TO REFLECT THE POST-2022 SECURITY
LANDSCAPE, SHARPEN COMPETITIVENESS OBJECTIVES, AND OPERATIONALISE
INCLUSIVE, KNOWLEDGE-BASED GOVERNANCE

* Security & infrastructure resilience. Parliament’s 2025 draft
flags intensified militarisation, recent Baltic-Sea incidents, and
calls to harden submarine cables/pipelines and clarify navigation
rules—developments that outpaced the 2021 framework.
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* Competitiveness & R&I delivery. Link dedicated Arctic research
to EU competitiveness, strategic autonomy and resilience; since
2021, new EU instruments (e.g., Copernicus Arctic Hub; EU Offi-
ce in Greenland) should be integrated coherently in an updated
strategy.

* Inclusive governance & TEK. JRC finds persistent gaps in
channelling Indigenous/traditional knowledge into EU policy;
operationalise co-creation with Indigenous Peoples and FPIC—
as a requirement across programmes.

* These recommendations align with the European Polar
Board'’s parallel call for targeted FP10 investment in polar
research.

ABOUT THE ARCTIC SIX

The Arctic Six is a strategic alliance of six Arctic European research
universities: the University of Oulu and the University of Lapland in
Finland; Nord University and UiT—The Arctic University of Norway;
and Luled University of Technology and Umea University in Sweden.
Together, we represent over 10,000 researchers and 106,000 students.
Embedded in Arctic communities and integrated into stakeholder
networks, we form the EU’s most comprehensive Arctic research and
education infrastructure.

With decades of collaborative, cross-border research, the Arctic Six
delivers the knowledge and innovation needed to address pressing
European and Arctic challenges. We support regional development,
strengthen international competitiveness, and contribute directly to
EU goals in green industry, digital transitions, and social cohesion.

The Arctic Six universities have led or been partners in many EU-funded
Arctic research projects, Horizon Europe and others (e.g., CHARTER and
JustNorth), contributed to sustainable and science-based decision-
making in the EU, and played active roles in the EU Polar Cluster and
other networks.
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