
 

 

Arctic Six Annual Forum 2026 

15-16 October 2026, Campus Bodø, Nord University 

Preliminary Programme  

Welcome to the Arctic Six Annual Forum 2026. The forum welcomes members of the Arctic Six 
organisation to Campus Bodø for Arctic-related information, dialogue, presentations and networking. 

This year’s forum will place particular emphasis on the new Arctic Six Chairs 2026–2028 and their role 
in strengthening research collaboration across the Arctic Six alliance. The programme will provide an 
opportunity to present and discuss Chair projects, explore possible links across institutions and 
disciplines, and identify opportunities for future collaboration. 

The forum will also include information about upcoming Arctic Six activities, relevant calls and 
funding opportunities, mobility schemes, and other information of value to the Arctic Six community. 

The programme starts with lunch on Thursday 15 October and ends with lunch on Friday 16 October 
to allow for return travel on Friday afternoon. 

 

Thursday 15 October 2026 

Kick-off and Chair presentations 

Time Programme 

11:30-12:30 Registration and lunch 
 

12:30-13:00 Welcome and opening of the Arctic Six Annual Forum 
Rectors of Nord and UiT  
The forum is framed as a progression from research insight to shared 
priorities and collective action. 
 

13:00-13:15 The new Arctic Six Chairs 2026-2028: ambitions and opportunities 
Introduction of the new Arctic Six Chairs and their collective role 
within the Arctic Six alliance. The session highlights how the Chairs 
contribute to strengthening research collaboration across institutions 
and disciplines, and outlines strategic opportunities for developing 
joint initiatives, funding applications, and long-term cooperation. 
 

13:15-14:00 Theme 1: Governance, Security & Infrastructure Transformation 
Moderated dialogue with curated interventions drawing on Chair 
applications. Focus on how Arctic systems of governance, security and 
infrastructure are being reshaped by geopolitical, technological and 
environmental change. 

 
14:00-14.15  

 
Coffee break 

  



 

 
 
 
14:15-15:00 

 
 
 
Theme 2: Climate, Environment & Natural Systems 
Focused moderated dialogue how climate change is transforming 
Arctic ecosystems and how adaptation and monitoring can support 
long-term resilience. 

15:00-15:15 Short break 
 

15:15-16:00 Theme 3: Societies, Communities & Wellbeing 
Moderated dialogue addressing how Arctic communities experience 
change through health, education, inequality and demography, and 
what supports sustainable futures. 
 

16:00-16.15 Short break  
16.15-17:00 From challenges to action: reflections from previous Arctic Six Chairs 

A forward-looking discussion where former Chairs respond to the 
challenges identified during the day and reflect on how these can be 
addressed in practice. 

18:00 Reception 
19:00 Dinner 

 

 

Friday 16 October 2026 

Activities, opportunities and next steps 

Time Programme 

09:00-09:45 Arctic Six foresight dialogue 
A moderated foresight session building directly on the material 
developed on Day 1. The session opens with a presentation of the 
core Arctic challenges identified during the research dialogue and 
synthesis. These are framed across economic, political, environmental 
and social dimensions of Arctic resilience. Participants engage in a 
dynamic prioritisation exercise, using a live survey tool to assess the 
level of urgency and relevance for Arctic Six. 
 

09:45-10:00 Coffee break 
 

10:00-11:15 Strategic dialogue: Next steps for the new Arctic Six Chairs 
A focused, forward-looking discussion translating the foresight 
priorities into concrete action, the session identifies how Arctic Six 
Chairs can collaborate across disciplines and institutions to address 
shared challenges, explores opportunities for joint initiatives and 
funding, and converges on a small set of realistic, actionable next 
steps and cooperation formats for the 2026–2028 period. 

 
11:15-11:30 

 
Closing remarks 

 
11:30-12:15 

 
Lunch and departure 



 

 

 

Practical Information 

There are several hotels in Bodø city centre, within walking distance of restaurants, the 

harbour area and public transport. 

Campus Bodø is easily accessible from the city centre by public transport, with frequent bus 
connections throughout the day.  

A registration link will be circulated in due course. Further practical information about local 
transport, meeting rooms and venues will be provided to registered participants before the 
forum. 

The forum is organised by the Arctic Six and hosted by Nord University. 

 


